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Bome recent work by E.Fermi and L, Szilard, which has besn com-
munioated to e 1o mafuscript, lesds me to expect that the elewent uran-
ium =ay be turned Into a new and important source of energy in ths im-
mediate futurs. Jertaln sepects of the situation which has arisen seem
to ecall for watohfulness and, 1f Aecessary, quick action em the part
of the Adsinistration. I believe thersfors that 1t is my duty to bring
te your attentlion the Tollewing faots and recommendationas

In the course of the last four months 1t has been made probabls -
through the work of Jellet ia Trance as well as Termi and Szilard in
Americe - that it may become posaible to set up & nuclesr chalm Teactisn
in & large mass of uranium,by which vast amounts of powsr and large quant-
ities of nevw radium-like slements would be gensrated. How 1t appeara
almost oertaln that this could be achieved in the immwedists Futurs.

This new phspomencn would alss lead to the construstiom of bombe,
and it 1s conceivable - though much less certain - that extremely power-
ful bombs of & Aew type may thus be constructed. A single bomb of this
type, carriesd by boat and exploded in & port, might very well destroy
the whole port together with some of the surrounding territory. However,
such bosbe might very well prove te be too heavy for transpertatisn by

aiF.
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The 'U'nihﬂl SBtatas has snly wery paor orés of urenium in sederats . -
quantities. There is some good ore in Canada and the forwer Caechoslovakia,
whils the most important ecurce of uraniuz is Delgian Congo.

In view of this situation you may think 1t deslrable to hawe some
permanent contaot maintainsd betwesn the Administration and the group
of physiciats working on chaln Fesctlons in America. One possible way
ef achieving thie might be for you to entrust with this task & parson
who hae your confidence mnd who goulc perhops serve in an inofficial
capecity. [Iie task micht comprise the following:

&) to appreach Jovernment Departments, keep them Informed of the
further development, and put Fforward recormendations for Government sotlon,
Ziving particular attention to the problem of securing & supply of uran-
lum ore for the United Statesg

®) to speed up the experimental work.which is at present being car-
ried oo within the limite of the budgets of University laboratories, by
proviaiog funde, Iif such funds be required, through his contasts with
private parscns who ave willing to make coutributicns for this cause,
and perhass aleo by cbtaining the co-operatien ef incustrial laborataries
which have the nesessary equizment.

1 underatand that Germany has aotually stopped the sales of uraniom
from the Caechoslovakian mines which shie has taken over. That she shbuld
have taken such early action mizht perhaps be understood on the ground
that the son of the Jerman Under-Jecratary of State, von Velzsicker, is
attached to the Faleer-Wilhelm-Institut in Perlin where soms of .thl
American work on uraniom is now being repested.

Tours very truly.
.-f - "
{Albert Einstein)



